
vineyords. In 7867,/orvis Von Buren,
a w e l l  -known hor t icu l tur  is t ,  s tated,
"Let  us moke the state of  Georgia
one grond v ineyard such os the
wor ld  hos  neve r  ye t  seen . "  He
bel iev ed thot  a w ine industry  w ould
be on ideol  subst i tu te for  cot ton.

The Cultivator olso reported, "scup-
pernong fever  seems to be increos-
ing."  Al though " fever"  may have
been on exoggerat ion,  bY 7880,
v ineyords were spr inging up oround
Columbus, Macon, Grif f in, Thomos-
v i l le ,  ond Augusto.

In the lo te 7800's,  the Ti f  t  broth-
ers of Tifton began grope culture
ond wine product ion.  Their  v ine-
yord conto ined over  40,000 v ines.
By the end of the century, gropes
were being cul t ivoted throughout
the  s to te .

Over the yeors,  Georgio hos been

a leader in the development of new
ond improved muscodine vor iet ies.
Reseorchers at  Georgia Exper iment
Stot ions hove successf  uI Iy  dev e lop -

ed . lorger  muscodine vor iet ies which
hove more eye oppeal  to  the con-
sumer.

Georgio 's  muscodine industry  hos
rapid ly  increosed dur ing the post

few years.  This is  due in por t  to  the
eor ly  ret i rem ent  of  mony urbon ond
ruro l  ind iv iduols seorchin gf  or  ways
to enhonce thei r  income in lo ter
yeors,

P r esently, there ore opproximotely
7000  oc res  o f  muscod ine  g ropes
scat tered ocross Georgio,  according
to Owens.  Most  of  these v ineyords
tend to be smol l ,  f ive to ten acre,
v ineyords.  The bulk of  muscodines
grown in the stote ore ut i l ized os
tobie f ru i t  ond of ten morketed in
"p ick your  own" v ineyards.

The Georgio Muscodine Growers
Associot ion wos estobi ished oround
7975 for the purpose of promoting,
estobl ish ing stondords of  quol i ty ,
ond locating viobie morkets f or the

fru i t .
" I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  promote o f ru i t

thot  mony people remember going
into the woods ond p ick ing,"  ex-
p lo ined Owens.
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